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Welcome to St. Philip’s on-the-hill! 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2026 

5TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

“I am the light of the world, says the Lord. 

Those who follow me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.”  
John 8.12 

10:00 A.M. SUNG EUCHARIST 

Musical Setting for the Holy Eucharist is the St. Philip’s Service by R. Edward 

Gilchrist 
 

PRELUDE     Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness by Johannes Brahms 
                         (Eleven Chorale Preludes Op. 112, No. 5)          

PROCESSIONAL HYMN:           O Christ, the Great Foundation              CP 524 

WELCOME 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
We’ve included crosses at traditional places in the service where the congregation may 

want to cross themselves as an act of worship. 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Celebrant: Almighty God, 

All:  to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

GLORIA 

Celebrant: Glory to God in the highest,  

All:  and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly king, 

almighty God and Father. We worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only 

Son of the Father. Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away 

the sin of the world, have mercy on us: You are seated at the 

right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. For you alone 

are the Holy One. You alone are the Lord. You alone are the 

Most High, Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit in the glory of 

God the Father. Amen, Amen, Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR THE 5TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
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All: Merciful Lord, grant to your faithful people pardon and 

peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve 

you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S TIME                                                                       The Rev. Ajith Varghese 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah                                        Lou Gizzarelli 

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my 

people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they 

seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practised 

righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 

righteous judgements, they delight to draw near to God. "Why do we fast, but 

you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?" Look, you serve 

your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast 

only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you 

do today will not make your voice heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, 

a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in 

sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? Is 

not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs 

of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to 

share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own 

kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall 

spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord 

shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall 

cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. (58:1-9) 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 112: 1-9                                                                                  Eva Lau 

Refrain: Happy are they who have given to the poor.  

THE GOSPEL: 

Cantor:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

All:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Cantor:  “I am the light of the world, says the Lord. Those who follow me 

will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

All:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

Gospeler: The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 
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Gospeler: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew. 

All:  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

GOSPELER:                                                                                      Rev. Lorraine Runza 

  Jesus said, "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can 

its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 

trampled under foot. You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot 

be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father in heaven. Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the 

prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven 

and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the 

law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 

commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds 

that of the scribes and Pharisees,you will never enter the kingdom of heaven." 
(5:13-20) 

Gospeler: The Gospel of Christ 

All:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Please be seated. 

SERMON                                                                The Rev. Ajith Varghese 
 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – APOSTLES CREED  

Celebrant: Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He 

was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 

Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third 

day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Let us sit or kneel to pray. 

PRAYER SONG:                     Come and Journey with a Saviour v 1,6      CP 482 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                       Shannon Haverstock 

Petition: Merciful God,   Response: receive our prayer. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
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Celebrant: ‘I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me no drink.’ 

  Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 ‘I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 

not clothe me.’ 

  Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

 ‘I was sick and you did not visit me, in prison and you did not 

come to me.’ 

  Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you 

from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you with all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

Please stand. 

THE PEACE:   

Celebrant: God has entrusted to us the message of reconciliation.  

  First be reconciled to one another.    

  The peace of the Lord be with you.  

All: And also with you. 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN:                             You Are Salt for the Earth            CP 502 
 

THE PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

Celebrant: God of compassion and forgiveness, receive our offering this day, 

and make us one with him who is our peace, Jesus Christ our 

Saviour.  Amen. 

Please take a posture of prayer, sitting, standing or kneeling. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: It is indeed right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you 

created all things. You formed us in your own image: male and 

female you created us. When we turned away from you in sin, 
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you did not cease to care for us, but opened a path of salvation 

for all people.  

You made a covenant with Israel, and through your servants 

Abraham and Sarah gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. 

Through Moses you led your people from bondage into freedom; 

through the prophets you renewed your promise of salvation. 

Therefore, with them, and with all your saints who have served 

you in every age, we give thanks and raise our voices to proclaim 

the glory of your name. 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

  earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  

  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant: Holy God, source of life and goodness, all creation rightly gives 

you praise. In the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ, 

to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 

reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He healed the sick 

and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners; he opened the eyes 

of the blind and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom to 

the poor and to those in need. In all things he fulfilled your 

gracious will.  

On the night he freely gave himself to death, our Lord Jesus 

Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “ Take, eat: this is my 

body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “ Drink this, all of you: this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me.”  

Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice destroys the power of sin and 

death; by raising him to life you give us life for evermore.  

 Therefore we proclaim our hope. 

All:   Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life. 

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 

Celebrant:  Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, and looking for 

his coming again in glory, we offer you, Father, this bread and 

this cup. Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that 

all who eat and drink at this table may be one body and one holy 

people, a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

   Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.  

All:   Amen. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Celebrant: As our Saviour Christ has taught us, let us pray, 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

All:  God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light 

and life. 

AGNUS DEI: 

All: Lamb of God. You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

       Lamb of God. You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

       Lamb of God. You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

The gifts of God for the people of God.   All:  Thanks be to God. 
All are welcome at the table of Our Lord.  To receive a blessing, fold your arms across your 

chest.  Please signal the communion minister if you would like a gluten-free wafer. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion for those worshipping at home 

Celebrant: Church, we have friends worshipping online or others who may not 

be able to receive Communion today. Let us pray together in 

solidarity to receive Christ anew in spiritual communion.   

All: Lord Jesus Christ, present in the Sacrament of the altar and in 

your people, come and abide in my heart in the fullness of your 

strength; be my wisdom and guide me in right pathways; 

transform my life and actions that they may reflect the image 

of your holiness.  In your name I pray.  Amen. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS        For the Healing of the Nations                     CP 576 

                                          God, Whose Almighty Word                          CP 560 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Celebrant: Eternal God, in you we find peace beyond all telling. May we 

who share in this heavenly banquet be instruments of your peace 

on earth, in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.  Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please stand. 

THE DOXOLOGY 

Celebrant: Glory to God, 
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All:  whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to 

generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and 

ever.  Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

RECESSIONAL HYMN:                  Go, Make a Difference More Voices  209 

THE COMMISSIONING 

Leader: One in heart and one in mind, and empowered by the Spirit, go 

in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE:                                  Festive Postlude, Peeters 
 

 
Copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada.  All rights reserved.  

Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of 

the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  Further copying is prohibited. 
 
 

MINISTERING IN THE SERVICE TODAY 
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Ajith Varghese; Deacon & Gospeller: The 
Rev. Lorriane Runza; Lay Anointer: Laura Pavamani; Organist: Kevin 
Parks; Cantor: Eva Lau; Reader: Lou Gizzarelli; Bread: The Rev. Ajith 
Vargheses, The Rev. Lorrine Runza; Chalice: Hortense Anglin, Amber 
Dykeman; Prayers: Shannon Haverstock; Video/Sound: Ruwani 
Seevakireedam; Greeters: Ivor Pavamani, Katherine Corbett; Sunday 
School: Gloria Varghese, TBD; Chancel Guild: Carol Dykeman, Joyce 
Nicholls, Amber Dykeman, Lee Wagman; Counters: Gerry Heath, Ian 
Cowling 

TODAY 
5th Sunday after Epiphany 

Prayers for the Week 
Household Prayer:  Morning 
God, open my eyes to see the world through your compassion.  Open my 
mind to understand the world through your wisdom.  Open my heart to 
receive the world through your love.  Amen. 
Household Prayer:  Evening 
Lord, if I have lived this day in the knowledge that perishes, correct my 
thoughts, rectify my judgements, and mend my foolish ways.  Give me the 
mind of Christ that I may see the world rightly and discern the blessings 
you bestow.  Amen. 

(from Feasting on the Word, Year A, Vol.1) 
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HAPPENINGS ON-THE-HILL 
 

Rev. Stephen Kern will be away from Feb. 8 to 14 
 

February 10 4:30 pm Youth and drama groups  
February 11 7:00 pm Zoom Book/Bible Study 
February 12  6:45 am Men’s Breakfast Bible Study    
 CANCELLED: Women’s Bible Study 
February 14 5:00 pm Evening Prayer on Zoom 
February 15 10:00 am Transfiguration Sunday, The Rev. Stephen Kern, 

Celebrating and The Rev. Lorraine Runza preaching 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
February 16 Family Day – Office Closed 
February 17 Mardi Gras dinner & Evening Prayer – tickets on sale now! 
February 18  Ash Wednesday – services at 11 am & 7 pm 
February 21 Lenten Retreat with Bishop Peter Fenty, 9:00am – 12:30pm 
March 1 Annual Vestry Meeting 
March 7 Family Farm Fun Sledding 
========================================================== 
 

 
 
 

SIGN UP TODAY IN THE 
NARTHEX! 

 

“And the darkness did 
not overcome it…”  

John 1:5 
 

The theme, "Light in the midst of darkness" speaks to 
experiences we all share-the moments of fear, uncertainty, loss 
or challenge may be overwhelming and place a dark cloud over 

us. How do we get out from under the cloud? 
 

Take this time to pause from your daily routines, and open 
yourself for deeper reflection, prayer, and spiritual renewal. 

 
St. Philip’s on-the-hill Anglican Church 

9400 Kennedy Road, Unionville, ON  L6C 1N6 
Ph.  (905) 477-1991 Fax.  (905) 477-1997           office@spoth.ca 

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 AM to 5 PM 

mailto:office@spoth.ca

